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Curriculum Review 

We are conducting a curriculum review Term 1, 2018, to 

evaluate our approach to whole school technology and to    

ensure Muirfield’s curriculum is rigorous and responsive.  The 

review team will investigate whether our students’ patterns 

of study and use of technology is meeting community 

expectations and   rising to the challenges of the future. 

 

The team will look at three aspects in  

particular: 

 Subjects studied in Years 7 to 10 

 STEM 

 Muirfield’s approach to BYOD 

 

STEM 

What is STEM? 

STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of 

educating students in four     specific disciplines — science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics  - in an interdisciplinary and applied 

approach. Rather than teach the four disciplines as separate and discrete 

subjects, STEM integrates them into a cohesive subject based on real-world 

applications. 

 

Whys is STEM so important? 

"In the 21st century, scientific and technological innovations have become 

increasingly important as we face the benefits and challenges of both 

globalization and a knowledge-based economy. To succeed in this new 

information-based and highly technological society, students need to    

develop their capabilities in STEM to levels much beyond what was       

considered acceptable in the past." (National Science Foundation)  

 

The Australian government want us to encourage students to study STEM 

subjects to help secure the nation's future in these areas of employment. 

They believe that starting this interest at the school level will help increase 

the number of students taking up STEM subjects in higher education and in 

their careers and help keep Australia competitive internationally in these 

important fields. 
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What is BYOD? 

Student Bring Your Own Device Policy (BYOD) allows students to use personal mobile 

electronic devices at school, with the capability of connecting to the department’s 

wi-fi network. Currently, Muirfield students can bring any device, however, they can 

also choose not to bring a device. Other approaches include families buying a    

specific device for their child to use at school or families purchasing any device that 

meets a minimum specification. 

Review Process 

The review team will listen to the views of students, parents and teachers through  

focus groups and surveys. This input is vital to the recommendations and decisions. If 

any recommendations for change are made, they will be for the 2019 school year or 

beyond.  
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From the Acting Deputy Principal - Ms Coates  

Swimming Carnival 

The 42nd Annual Swimming Carnival has been swum and won, here at 

Muirfield. Under clear, sunny skies, the air was filled with great     

sportsmanship, from all competitors.  

 

As the facilities at Granville Pool have a smaller pool, it allowed the 

opportunity for all students to participate, get wet and gain points for 

their house in the novelty events. Thanks to the wonderful efforts of the Sports        

Organisers, Ms Bligh and Mr Edmondstone, for all their hard work and organisation to 

ensure the day was a success for all involved. 

 

Congratulations to Thorpe, the triumphant 

house of the day, and to their wonderful 

captains who encouraged their team 

m em bers  throughout the day.                    

Participation was the key to success. 



 

 

 

 

 

 SWIMMING CARNIVAL  



 

 

 

 

 

 SWIMMING CARNIVAL PHOTO’S 



Age Swimming Champions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Camp 

Each year, as part of Muirfield’s peer support program, Year 7 and selected Year 11 

Peer Support leaders, travel up the M1 to “The Great Aussie Bush Camp”. This 

occurred during Week 4 of Term 1. I was fortunate enough to attend the camp, and 

observe students participating in a wide array of activities which presented personal 

challenges for the students (and some staff) and which required them to step out of 

their comfort zones. It was pleasing to witness, the encouragement and support that    

students were giving to one another, to complete the activities. 
 

The camp experience  combines so many layers of development for the students.   

Enhancing resilience, working as a group, establishing friendships, increasing self     

esteem, and developing leadership roles were some of the skills on display during the 

3 days. It was great to witness the way the vast majority of students approached 

each activity, with enthusiasm and a ‘give it a go’ attitude. Personal determination 

combined with instruction and encouragement from the group, resulted in most     

students successfully completing all the challenges. 
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Age Male Female 

12 Max Blockley Caley Keast-Jones 

13 Kian Shoushtary Alana Brown 

14 Luke Garment Emma Wilson 

15 Zac Collison Caitlin Roach 

16 Joel Brown Zara Clayton 

17+ Edmond Lo Tyra Drinkwater 

Champion House - Thorpe 



The High Ropes, Giant Swing, Vertical Climb, Lost Island and Canoeing seemed to be 

the activities that were enjoyed most by the students. The photos on the following 

pages, say it all. 

The camp was also an opportunity for 

our Year 11 Peer Support Leaders to  

refine their leadership skills and further 

develop a rapport with the Year 7     

students. The Peer Leaders were     

fantastic role models, displaying 

maturity beyond their years. This was 

noted by all Muirfield staff and the 

camp supervisors. A job well done! 

 

On behalf of all staff, I would like to 

thanks the Year Adviser, Mr Kent, for the 

tireless hours he spent preparing and 

organising for the camp. Thanks also to 

the teachers and support staff that gave up their personal and family time to attend 

camp: Ms Ebrahimi, Ms Au, Mrs Bopaththage, Ms Lamport, Mr Roberts, Mr Wilcox, Mr 

Pearson, Mr Brownscombe, and Mr Williamson. Without the commitment and 

devotion of staff, camps could not go ahead and the students would miss out on 

these wonderful lifelong memories and learning experiences. 
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YEAR 7 CAMP 

Boom! Only four weeks into high school and 

we’re already on our first camp! Before we 

got on the buses, everyone was afraid they 

had left something at home and even more 

so when they realised that they were right. 

Everyone sat on the bus, trying to find    

something to do, to wait out the long bus 

ride, until we got to the Great Aussie Bush 

Camp. 

 

There were so many activities at camp. There 

were high activities, such as the ‘Giant 

Swing’, muddy ones like ‘Lost Island’ and  

normal dry activities such as archery. 

There was something for everyone. We were 

all pushed out of our comfort zone and      

discovered a secret talent, we never knew 

we had before. We listened to hilarious 

camp stories, formed life long friendships and 

although nobody got any sleep, the cabins 

were a great place to talk with the new 

friends we had made and play fun games. 

After dinner and showers, we got our nightly 

treat as out night activity. We had a games 

night and played commando on the last 

night. We even technically beat teachers 

because we brought back a hostage! Yay! 

 

All too soon, day three ended. We got back 

on the bus and sat with our new friends. We 

passed the time talking, playing on our 

phones and listening to music. Camp was a 

truly unforgettable experience! 

 

 By Jennifer Basil and Lucas Albarracin 7B 

The Great Aussie Bush Camp 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 CAMP 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 7 CAMP 



 
 

Our Open Night was a great success. As Ms Reeves gave the Principal’s address, 

parents and Year 6 students took up all available space in the hall, to the point 

people had to hear the address from the doorway.  

 

As I toured each classroom, it was pleasing to see 

students and staff, showcasing the wonderful       

opportunities available to students at Muirfield High 

School. Our Student Representative Council led 

tours around the school and answered a multitude 

of questions.  

Our Hospitality students, did a fantastic job, cooking 

up some mini pies. The demand was so high, that 

unfortunately they could not keep up with the 

masses. English showed an award winning short film 

made by students of Year 7 last year; Science      

conducted experiments and there were 

demonstrations of our new laser cutter and 3D 

printer in TAS. HSIE displayed both their     

Geography and History resources; Mathematics had 

card and interactive games; Visual Arts had          

students demonstrating their talents; LOTE had 

displays of the biannual Japanese tour; PDHPE demonstrated the wide array of 

sporting opportunities available to students, and our dancers showcased their skills. 

All these displays highlighted our dedicated staff and talented students.  

I must thank all the staff and students that put in many additional hours to make the 

evening a huge success. 
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Muirfield’s Wellbeing Team is offering our Year 12        

students the unique opportunity to be part of a         

program aimed at reducing the symptoms of                   

academic stress in Year 12. This program is endorsed 

by Macquarie University’s Centre for Emotional      

Wellbeing. 

 

The program involves students attending group sessions across 6 weeks, during which 

the students learn about the components of 

stress, and the skills to manage stress, and then 

students    practice these skills with their peers. 

Students will be asked to practise these skills 

taught in the group during the weeks in 

between sessions. In previous years the 

feedback has been extremely positive from 

students. If any  students in Year 12 are 

interested in attending the workshops, please 

speak to Mrs Pasternatsky or Ms Ansoul. 

 

 

 

To ensure the safety of our students, parents and caregivers are asked not to drive 

onto the school grounds. If you are picking up or dropping off a student, please do 

so across the road in Tiernan Avenue.  

 

The access to the school is extremely narrow making it extremely dangerous for your 

children. You can use the staff carpark, when you or your passenger has a disability 

or if you are picking up a sick or injured child. Please take great care. 

There is a teacher on duty at the lights in the afternoon. Please remind your children, 

even older ones, about crossing safely. Older teens especially tend to take risks and 

ignore the lights. 

Study Without Stress Workshops 

PARENT AND CAREGIVERS 
PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE INTO THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 

In the interests of student safety, parents and caregivers are not permitted 
to drive onto school grounds at any time, including before or after school, 

to drop off or collect students, or to attend meetings with staff. There are 

deliveries and staff accessing the car park at different times during the day 

and the access is very narrow. 
 

 

The only exceptions to this are when either you or your  passenger has a 

disability or if you are picking up a sick or injured student. 
 

STUDENT SAFETY IS UP TO ALL OF US 
 

   THANK YOU FOR PLAYING YOUR PART 

Carpark and Road Safety 



 

 

P&C Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

 

Please note that the P&C AGM is scheduled for Wednesday14 March at 7:30pm in the 

Muirfield High School Common Room, where we will be reviewing the school's activities from 

2017 and ratifying the P&C Executive for 2018. We have nominees for all executive positions 

for 2018. We welcome all new parents/guardians to the school, please feel free to attend. 
 

Muirfield P&C Canteen: 

Please encourage your child to order their lunch in advance before recess each day. Note 

that our school canteen opens each day (during school terms) from 7.30am to offer           

breakfast and lunch orders should be placed before recess.  

 

We are always on the lookout for parent (or grandparent) volunteers to support our staff in 

the canteen, by kindly donating their time one day per month. Please be in touch if you 

could possibly spare some time. 

The canteen contact email is: mhs.pnc.canteen@gmail.com. Otherwise our canteen staff 

may be contacted by phone via the school office on school days. 

 
Muirfield P&C Uniform Shop  

Opening Hours: 

Monday 12.30-1.30pm during school days 

Thursday 12.30-1.30pm during school days 

Monday (1st of month only) from 5.30-7.00pm 

Uniform shop committee meetings are held from 7.00pm on 1st Monday of month. 

Please note that we have a new pricelist from Term one, 2018.  

 
Green Zip Jackets: 

Note that there are some older style green zip jackets being sold at cost price as these are 

being phased out - size 12, 20 and 22 are currently available (while stocks last). 

 
New Muirfield Sports Shorts: 

After a long period of consultation with P&C, the school executive, the Student                         

Representative Council (SRC) and Muirfield students, the Uniform Shop are introducing some 

new Muirfield High School sports shorts. These are an attractive and distinctively Muirfield       

design and will suit all body shapes. We must thank Ms Sonja Anderson for all her work in    

assisting the committee in the process of development of the new shorts. 

 

The shorts are now available in two different styles (regular and straight) to try on in the shop. 

The older shorts are now reduced to $15 and are available in all sizes except for 12 and 14.  

All uniform shop queries should be directed to: mhs.pnc.uniform@gmail.com.  

 
BLACK FLEECE JACKET ORDERS:  

See the attached flyer for instructions on how to order your black fleece winter jackets (with 

Muirfield Logo) via the “Qkr” App, or online. Note that orders will only be accepted until by 

the end of term one, 2018.  

 

***Black Fleece Jackets are available for pre-order only via Qkr!*** 

 

***Cost per jacket is $65*** 

 

***Orders will be delivered to the students in Term 2 of 2018*** 
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BLACK JACKET PRE-ORDERS 
 

Muirfield High School Black Fleece Jackets may now be ordered using our online    

payment system.  Our school winter jackets are fleece-lined, water and wind resistant 

and very warm! 

The P&C is accepting jacket pre-orders ONLY via the Qkr! payment system.               

Pronounced “quicker”, Qkr! is a free and easy-to-use mobile app for iPhones and     

Android smartphones that makes ordering uniform items very simple. We hope to 

streamline the ordering and delivery of the jackets using online ordering. 

 

***Black Fleece Jackets are available for pre-order only via Qkr!*** 

***Cost per jacket is $65*** 

***Orders taken in advance for delivery in Term 2 of 2018*** 

 

 

Why is Qkr! better for parents?  

 It is a secure mobile app that allows fast and 

easy payments.  

 It gives parents or students the flexibility to 

place orders when it is convenient for them. 

 There is no need to load funds in advance.  

 Parents or students need to use a credit or 

debit card to make payment with. 

 

How do you get Qkr! app?  

 Go to App Store on your iPhone or Google Play on your android phone.  

 Search for Qkr! by MasterCard and download the free app.  

 Follow registration instructions or sign in if you have already registered.  

 Use the search tool at the top right of screen to search for “Muirfield High School” 

or if you have ‘location” enabled in your phone settings, just select “Muirfield 

High School” 

 Complete the student profile for each child.  

 Select the Winter black jacket from the Menu. 

 Proceed to select the correct size and number of jackets required. 

 Then proceed to your shopping cart to add your card details for payment. 

 

What if I don't have a smart phone?  

You can use Qkr! online. You will need to register and you will then be able to order 

uniforms online. Go to https://qkr.mastercard.com/for-everyone-australia/  and select 

“Use Qkr! Online” 

https://qkr.mastercard.com/for-everyone-australia/


How do I collect uniform items?  

You will be notified via the registered email address when the Black Fleece Jacket   

orders will be available for collection by students. Jackets are anticipated to be 

ready for collection in May. 

 

Will Qkr! be used for other payments?  

Muirfield P&C will explore extending online payments for other uniform items in the   

future. If you require further information or have any concerns, please email Muirfield 

P&C Assoc. Uniform Shop Committee on mhs.pnc.uniform@gmail.com.  

 

**Please note that Uniform Shop orders CANNOT be made via the 

‘Muirfield High School’ website payment system. 
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On Friday the 9th of February, Dance students from Years 9-12, were given the          

opportunity to watch the HSC Callbacks. This performance included a range of      

examples of Band 6 results from the 2017 HSC.  

 

Being able to observe a range of composition, performance and major works         

allowed us to be exposed to different aspects of the HSC. This was particularly helpful 

for current year 12 students, who were able to witness a range of different types of 

performers and performances as well as the unique and abstracts styles of each   

choreographer.  

 

This gave each dancer more confidence and faith in their abilities to produce     

something unique and meaningful. The excursion was an amazing experience. Miss 

Knobbs did a remarkable job in organising and giving each dancer the opportunity 

to not only build relationships, which brought the Muirfield dance community closer, 

but also witness the ever-changing nature of dance performance.  

 

Deborah Hanslow - Year 12 
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On Thursday 2nd March Year 11 

Chemistry went on an excursion to 

the nuclear reactor at the ANSTO 

Discovery Centre, Lucas Heights. 

This excursion was undertaken to 

support the new Chemistry syllabus 

introduced this year. Students were 

introduced to the purpose and   

his tory of the reactor by               

ANSTO staff. The scientist who led 

our group was a working member 

of the team whose other job is to 

test the purity of the isotopes used 

for medical purposes. 

  

Students participated in an experiment measuring the radioactivity of substances 

and the effectiveness of shielding from radiation levels. They then went on a tour of 

the facility to see the reactor (only on a video feed) and the various other           

instruments used by scientists to conduct research. These included instruments 

named after Australian animals such as DINGO, WOMBAT, ECHIDNA and        

KOOKABURRA. These all have different purposes for different types of enquiry such 

as imaging inside materials. 

  

Other research projects ANSTO supports are isotope tracing in waterways and   

natural systems and radiocarbon dating of samples. Students also learnt about all 

the different radioactive isotopes produced by ANSTO and their uses in industry 

and medicine.  

 

    

On Monday March 5th 8 boys participated in the Sydney West Open Water Polo      

Gala day at Glenbrook pool. They played 4 matches and placed 3rd.  

Congratulations to the boys for their good sportsmanship and enthusiasm on the day.  

 

The boys were; 

Ethan Uslu 

Josh Treglown 

Jake Treglown 

Brendon Keane 

Luke Garment 

Edmond Lo 

Terrel Walters 

Brad Thomas 

ANSTO Excursion 

Water Polo 







CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Study Sensei    

Year 11 

Future Park      

Excursion 

Yr 11 & 12 Parent 

Teacher night &  

 Elevate 

   

International  
Womens Day Break-

fast 
Hills Zone Open  

Netball trials 

Harmony Day    

food stalls 

Yr 7 Open 

Classroom 
Cross Country Yr10 Young Men’s 

Health Forum 

Merit Assembly 

Yr 9 Museum of 

Disease Excursion 

Harmony Day  wear 

orange 

Yr10 Science &   

Engineering  
Excursion 

All Student Return 

To Schools 

Zone Cross Country Year 11 Biology 

Excursion 

Year 12 Legal 

Studies Excursion 

School Athletics  

Carnival 

Year 8 Zoo      

Excursion 

Year 7,9 & BLC NAPLAN Testing 

Year 7,9 & BLC NAPLAN Testing 

ICAS Science   

Competition 



COMMUNITY NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

Disclaimer: Advertisements placed in the school’s newsletter do not reflect an endorsement or otherwise by 

Muirfield High School of that product or service 

Roselea Football Club is calling all 17 and 18 year-old girls to 

come play football this year.   

Play in an all-girls team on Sundays from April to August. 

For more info contact Rohan on 0418475171 or                     

vpwomens@roseleafootballclub.com. 

mailto:vpwomens@roseleafootballclub.com
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