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As the term reaches its half way point, it never ceases 

to amaze me that our students have such a wide 

range of opportunities and experiences available to 

them. As well as continuing to provide engaging and 

challenging learning experiences across all our faculty areas so 

many amazing experiences have been made available to students. 

I’m especially looking forward to going with the Year 7s to 

Featherdale Wildlife park as part of their studies in Science. These 

events do not just happen. They go ahead because of the hard 

work and dedication of the staff at Muirfield to ensure that our 

students experience a range of educational experiences.  

 

MADD ( Music, Art, Dance and Drama) Night 

On Friday 23 August students, parents and community members 

packed the Riverside Theatre at Parramatta. They were treated to a 

magnificent night of entertainment 

which highlighted the many wonderful 

talents of Muirfield High School students 

in the creative and performing arts. 

 

The MADD production was a highly professional, and exceptionally 

entertaining evening which showcased the musical, artistic, 

dramatic and performance talents of our students. A highlight of 

the evening was the mass Year 7 group dance and drama 

performances. The crowd could barely contain themselves as the 

students executed their dance routine flawlessly and fell into fits of 

laughter throughout the drama item.  
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Congratulations must be extended to Shelley Frame and her team for all 

the hard work that is required to organise such an event. Performing in such 

a space is an invaluable experience for our students and one which many 

other high schools would struggle to replicate. Many parents spoke to me 

on the night, asking that I pass on their praise and appreciation to the 

CAPA staff. I alos thank the parent CAPA Committee who help with these 

events. 

 

The importance of the evening to our teachers is easy to gauge, many 

members of the Muirfield staff were present, helping out where needed and 

supporting the CAPA faculty behind the scenes. Ms Cooper was 

outstanding in keeping the Year 7s entertained and quiet while they were 

waiting to perform. This teamwork ensured the success of the night. 

2019 Ministers and Secretary’s Award for School Achievement 

 On the Tuesday 27 August it was my pleasure to 

attend the 2019 Ministers and Secretary’s Award at 

the Sydney Town Hall with Ms Reeves. We had been 

invited in order to receive The Secretary’s School 

Achievement Award. 

  

This prestigious award recognises NSW Public Schools 

that have successfully created a sustainable learning 

environment through a project. Only 12 schools across the entire state were 

recognised in this category. The schools awarded demonstrated that a 

significant improvement in learning outcomes resulted from the project 

being instigated. Muirfield High School’s project was titled Inspiring Success: 

Building a Collaborative Professional Learning Culture. The project saw 

significant improvements in HSC and NAPLAN results as a result of teacher 

professional learning. Congratulations to all the staff on making a difference 

to students. 

More photo’s of the amazing acts that made MADD night truly 

remarkable can be found on pages 8 to 10. 

Muirfield Matters 
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HSC Trials  

Year 12 undertook the trials with focus and maturity. Classes have resumed 

for Year 12 finalising and revising for the HSC exams. To help maximise 

success during the HSC Examinations it is essential that students ask their 

teachers any questions they may have about work that they may not 

understand. Teachers want students to achieve the best results possible in 

their upcoming exams. 

 

As we move ever so close to the Year 12 HSC Examinations in Term 4, I would 

like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 12 cohort the very best for their 

study preparations, and hope that they enjoy the final few special weeks of 

their schooling in a safe, responsible and sensible manner. 

 

HSC Major Works  

Term 3 is always extremely busy but especially so for Year 12 students who 

have a Major Work component to their pattern of study.  Students in these 

courses have been busy putting the final touches on their efforts before 

submitting them to NESA. Muirfield offers a very broad curriculum and in this 

our students have had the opportunity to select from a number of subjects 

that include a major work.  

 

Industrial Technology Timber students have 

placed their last coat of varnish on their jobs 

while the Industrial Technology Media students 

have ensured their multimedia projects are 

completed. The Visual Arts students have put a 

lot of energy into creating pieces that 

expresses their views, opinions, beliefs and 

feeling through different mediums. Our Dance 

students have been ensuring that their dance 

compositions are refined. Music students have 

also been working hard on their core 
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performance whilst our English Extension 2 and Society 

and Culture students have completed major projects 

which cover a range of interesting and challenging 

concepts.  

 

All of these major works require students to be 

independent learners who manage time efficiently. 

Congratulations to all for the diligence and 

enormous effort which is required to complete such 

projects. A special recognition goes to the Muirfield 

High School staff, who have supported our students 

through their projects, providing them with 

guidance, advice and expertise along the way.  

 

Year 11  

Students have now completed over 80% of their Preliminary Courses. Year 

11 exams will commence in Week 9 of this term. It is important in leading up 

to the exams that students implement a structured study routine in order to 

give them the opportunity to perform at their best.  

 

Being organised, designating a study area at home and maintaining 

positivity will all help students maximise their potential and reduce stress.  

 

At the start of Term 4 Year 11 students will commence the HSC course work 

in their subjects and their assessment during Term 4 will count towards their 

HSC marks.  

 

Year 11 students may have heard that there is a possibility of discontinuing a 

subject for their HSC pattern of study. This should not preoccupy student 

thinking at this time as no consideration will be given to subject 

discontinuation until Week 5 Term 4. More information regarding this will be 

communicated early Term 4. 
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What Did I have For Breakfast? 

On occasion I go down to the North Rocks Shopping 

Centre on Wednesday mornings as many of our 

students visit there before the later start. The behaviours 

I regularly witness there include polite, respectful and 

courteous manners from our students who also leave 

the area clean and tidy.  

 

However, I have some concern over the food choices that some students 

make. I have taken a couple of snap shots of some of this food. Some 

students even state that this is their breakfast and that they are stocking up 

to eat throughout the day.  

 

Are you aware of what your children are purchasing?  

Have a chat with them and possibly guide them to healthier 

choices. 

 

I have included some information below regarding foods which have a high 

added sugar component from the healthy kids website. More information 

and even recipes can be found https://healthy-kids.com.au. 

 

Limit intake of foods containing added Sugars  
 

Excessive consumption of foods containing added sugars can contribute to 

multiple health problems including obesity and tooth decay. The Australian 

Dietary Guidelines recommend limiting the intake of foods that have added 

sugars such as jams, confectionery, biscuits, cakes, ice cream, and syrups; 

as well as drinks such as soft drinks, energy drinks, 

cordials, fruit drinks, flavoured waters or sports drinks. 

These foods are classified as ‘discretionary choices’. It is 

recommended that adolescents have no more than 0-2 

½ serves of these foods a day. 

https://healthy-kids.com.au
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PARENT AND CAREGIVERS 
PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE INTO THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 
In the interests of student safety, parents and caregivers are not permitted to drive onto 

school grounds at any time, including before or after school, to drop off or collect 

students, or to attend meetings with staff.  

 

There are deliveries and staff accessing the car park at different times during the day 

and the access is very narrow. 

 

The only exceptions to this is when either you or your  passenger has a disability or if you 

are picking up a sick or injured student. 
 

 

STUDENT SAFETY IS  

UP TO ALL OF US 

THANK YOU FOR  

PLAYING YOUR PART 
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Statement of purpose:  

To assist students in developing 

organisational skills and 

independent work habits through 

Muirfield’s core values of Respect, 

Participate and Learn.  

 

Students:  

Students are expected to bring their 

diary to school every day. During 

Roll call students reflect on and 

write actions for how to achieve the 

weekly focus e.g. do your best. 

These focus areas are linked to 

Muirfield’s core values of Respect, 

Participate and Learn.  

 

Teachers:  

Roll call teachers monitor the use of 

the diaries and help to facilitate 

students’ understanding of the core 

values, and how to best practise 

these in their schooling and beyond.  

 

Parents:  

Parents can support and 

encourage their child by regularly 

checking the school diary. 



 

MADD Night 



 

MADD Night 



 

MADD Night 



 

 

 

 

 

On the 29th of July, we were selected to go to the ‘Make a Difference Day’ at 

NSW Parliament. The day consisted of a session about social justice and racism 

by Dr Lilon Bandler and discussion groups where we discussed 

how we could make a difference in our own communities. 

  

Dr Lilon Bandler specifically talked about the Uluru statement 

and the history behind the Indigenous peoples attempting to 

have their voice heard throughout the past few decades.  

 

In discussion groups we collectively discussed some topics that are relevant with 

our generation, such as climate change and equal representation in parliament. 

 

Overall the day taught us practical ways to make a difference in our attitudes 

and actions with the people around us to make the world a better place. 

 

Caitlin & Thomas, Year 10 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we celebrated Book Week where we honoured reading as 

a secret power. In the Library we had a book display that also 

doubled as a photo booth, where students were able to dress up in a 

variety of costumes, use a variety of props and have their photo taken 

by a member of the staff. We had some pirates, caped-crusaders and 

masked heroes grace our Library display. 

 

On Friday it was the teachers’ turn! Several 

teachers took the challenge of dressing up for 

the entertainment of the students and to help 

celebrate reading. Ms Reeves won the costume 

competition, dressing as the Queen of Hearts and, in true Queen 

of Hearts fashion, called “Off with their heads!” to onlookers as 

she claimed her prize. Congratulations Ms Reeves! 



 Page 13 Muirfield Matters 

 

 

On Friday 9th August Year 9 Food Technology classes prepared an 

assortment of savoury and sweet finger food items. These were then served 

to the staff at a High Tea event. 

  

Each group prepared and cooked a 

chosen food, ranging from 

chocolate mousse, mini quiches, 

lemon cupcakes and mini sliders. The 

students also presented their menus 

and invitations. These were all part of 

an assessment task for the unit we 

have been studying on Food for Special Occasions. 

  

The event was a massive success, with all staff 

enjoying the foods prepared for them. The event also gave the students a 

fantastic opportunity to prepare and cook for an event. 

  

Thank you to the very talented Year 10 Music Elective students for providing 

entertainment and adding to the overall atmosphere. 

 

Also, a big thank you to Miss Angelo and Ms Cooke for supporting us 

throughout the planning and lead up to the event and for making the day 

so enjoyable. 

Year 9 Food Technology Assessment – High Tea 



 

Year 9 Food Technology Assessment – High Tea 



 

Year 9 Food Technology Assessment – High Tea 



 

   Meet Dennis 

Muirfield High school’s school farm had an exciting arrival recently.  

A brand new Belgian D’uccle rooster named Dennis. Dennis was 

kindly donated to the school by Dennis Gray, from Queensland with 

transport costs donated by Susie’s Animal Ark. A big thank you also goes to 

Muirfield’s Business Manager, Julie Ogle, for helping to coordinate the 

transport and to Deb, our hardworking farm assistant, for picking Dennis up.  

Dennis adds a lot of hope and excitement to the Muirfield High School’s 

newly formed poultry team with Dennis’s lovely ladies already sitting on 2 

clutches of eggs. With dreams of Champion birds hatching in the next month or so, 

we look forward to what will hopefully be a successful show season in 2020. 
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 Year 9 & 10 Commerce Excursion -  

NSW Parliament House and the Justice and Police Museum  

Commerce students from Years 9 and 10 went on an excursion to NSW 

Parliament House and the Justice and Police Museum as part of their study 

of the topics ‘Political Involvement’ and ‘Law and Society’.  

 

At NSW Parliament students were welcomed by Baulkham Hills MP 

(Muirfield local member) and Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

the Hon. David Elliot MP. Students were able to go into both the Legislative 

Assembly and Legislative Council chambers, hear how both chambers 

work in the process of passing legislation and then participate in a mock 

parliament role play. 

On the excursion Muirfield students also visited the Justice and Police 

Museum, which is a heritage-listed former water police station, offices and 

courthouse and now justice and police museum located in the Sydney 

central business district.   

 

Students participated in the ‘trial run’ program, which provided them with 

the opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of the 

interrelationships between the law and society. Selected museum 

collection items were used to explain how the laws that govern society are 

developed, implemented and enforced.  
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Students looked at evidence that highlights how laws have evolved to 

reflect changing societal values and consider what it would have been like 

awaiting trial in the holding cells. They also studied the symbolism of the 

courtroom and learnt about the traditions and structure of the NSW legal 

system. A highlight of the program was the mock trial during which students 

assumed the roles of various court officials to work through the processes 

and etiquette of a Local Court hearing. 
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The Voice of Youth Public Speaking Competition -  

Hosted by The Lions Club of Carlingford-Dundas 

Two of our Year 8 students, Lucas Albarracin and Sophie Balada-Gray, 

courageously participated in the Lions Club of Carlingford-Dundas’s ‘The 

Voice of Youth Public Speaking Competition’ held at Tara Anglican School 

for Girls.  

 

The first component of the competition required students to study a range of 

topics from which they would be given an impromptu question, and then 

had to answer in a speech of 1-2 minutes. Topics included: 

 Our national flag and its design 

 Space exploration and what we have learned 

 Learn-to-swim classes at school 

 Daylight Saving 

 

The second component was a prepared speech where students could 

prepare a speech of 3-4 minutes on one of the following topics:  

 Video surveillance in public places 

 Equal pay for male and female athletes in same sport? 

 More wind farms or more dams? 

 Uluru - to climb or not to climb? 

 Important stages in Australian history 

 Childhood Immunisations and Vaccinations 

 

Both students performed brilliantly in what was a very challenging activity 

with a strong field of competitors. Lucas was awarded runner up, which was 

an outstanding effort!  

 

A special thanks goes to 

English teacher Lauren 

Marsh who helped the 

students prepare for the 

event. 
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 Science Week  - Destination Moon 

National Science Week this year was held 

from Monday 12th August to Friday 16th 

August. This year’s theme, ‘Destination 

Moon’ encouraged students and teachers 

to investigate how science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

have been used to solve real world problems in space travel.  

 

Year 7 engaged in a space lander STEM challenge where 

teams of students competed to see who could design the 

most effective and resource-efficient landing vehicle that 

preserved the integrity of their fragile cargo – an egg! 

Students brainstormed possible design choices and 

collaboratively decided on a design that fit within the 

regulations.  

 

Opportunities for multiple test-drops accompanied the 

extensive revision process as students worked together to 

improve their design. The enthusiasm, willingness to take on a 

challenge and creativity the students showed was infectious 

and their final egg-drop devices reflected their collective 

efforts.  

 

The Year 11 Physics class worked with the Year 7 classes to design and 

build their space lander and cheered them on during the testing. The 

Physics class also had the privilege of witnessing the very first model rocket 

ever to be launched on school grounds. This was a very exciting 

opportunity for these students.  

 

Well done to Year 7 and Year 11 Physics and thanks to the Science faculty 

for their support in creating this opportunity. 



 

 

 
 



 
Career Opportunities & News 

Scholarships for future teachers are now open 

The NSW Department of Education is offering a range of scholarship 

opportunities for high achieving students entering teacher education degrees 

after their HSC. Applications are now open for 2020 scholarships for future 

teachers. 

  

The scholarship programs for future teachers offer a range of benefits, 

including financial support whilst studying and a guaranteed permanent 

teaching position in a NSW public school on successful completion of studies.  

  

The scholarship programs for future teachers include:  

Teacher Education Scholarships 

Teacher Education Scholarships - Aboriginal 

teach.Rural Scholarships   

teach.MathsNOW Scholarships are now open 

Parents and carers, this is for you. Do you know an industry professional or 

current university student in a career area requiring tertiary studies in 

mathematics - for example, in engineering, accounting, finance or IT - who 

would make a great secondary mathematics teacher? The teach.MathsNOW 

Scholarship offers an opportunity to change career path and retrain as a 

mathematics teacher in a NSW public school.   

  

teach.MathsNOW scholars will receive up to $50,000 in equivalent upfront 

course contribution fees, paid part-time employment during studies and a 

guaranteed permanent teaching position in a NSW public school on 

successful completion. 

 

To find out more about these and other great opportunities, please visit 

the teach.NSW website and follow the 

teach.NSW social channels 

(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter). 

https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=57d003d7d6&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=3f1250c0d6&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=2f61dedd5e&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=8d0c074665&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=8d0c074665&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=3961a0069a&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=3b4f480920&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=e4f2c4d0b3&e=80f2c86d46
https://nsw.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b73da7775cca263240290668&id=0f8fa51da2&e=80f2c86d46
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Entertainment books 

Our Entertainment book fundraiser remains popular and we are happy to 

host it again this year.  For each Entertainment book sold, we receive a 

small commission.  Last year we earned $458.  Thank you for all our families 

for supporting us by buying the Entertainment books.   

This year you can purchase an electronic copy of the Entertainment book 

or have it mailed out to your home/mailing address. 

Please support us again this year by purchasing a book via this link: 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2145e68 

 

Canteen 

Our canteen ladies are always looking for volunteers to join our friendly 

group who assist Jannine and Jeannie.  If you are able to assist one day a 

month, please drop our ladies a line on mhs.pnc.canteen@gmail.com. 

 

The next Muirfield P&C meeting will be held on 11th September at 7.30pm in 

the common room. 

 

Muirfield P&C meeting dates for 2019:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to be on our mailing list, just let us know on 

muirfield.p.and.c@gmail.com.   

We look forward to meeting you. 

Charmaine Hetem 

P&C President 

P&C News 

Meeting Date Time 

Term 3 meetings: 

General meeting 11 September 7:30pm 

Term 4 meetings: 

General meeting 13 November 7:30pm 

General meeting 11 December 7:30pm 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2145e68
mailto:mhs.pnc.canteen@gmail.com
mailto:muirfield.p.and.c@gmail.com
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SCHOOL  TERM  TRADING  HOURS 
 

Monday 
12:30 - 1:30pm 

 
1st Monday of the month 

5:30 - 7pm 

Uniform Shop 

With our new online ordering system in place, parents now have much more 

flexibility when ordering uniforms for their child.  

 

Students are still encouraged though, to come into the Shop during Monday 

lunchtime trade, to try on items for sizing. Items can then be purchased in the 

shop using cash, cheque or card or, at a later date/time using the Qkr app.  

 

All orders made on Qkr for a Monday lunchtime pickup (12.30pm to 1.30pm), 

must be placed by midnight the Sunday before.  

 

Black Fleece Jackets- Limited stock and sizes are available in the shop until sold 

out. Purchases of Black Fleece Jackets can only be made in the Uniform Shop, 

They are not available to order via the QKR App. 

 

PLEASE NOTE - NO UNIFORM ORDERS ARE TO BE PLACED THROUGH THE OFFICE.  

 

Any questions can be directed to the Uniform Shop Committee via our email: 

mhs.pnc.uniform@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Muirfield High School Uniform Shop Committee 



MUIRFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 



UNIFORM SHOP PRICE LIST 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2020 School Terms 
 

Term 1 - Tuesday 28th January 2020 to Thursday 9th April 2020  

Term 2 - Monday 27th April 2020 to Friday 3th July 2020  

Term 3 - Monday 20th July 2020 to Friday 25th September 2020 

Term 4 - Monday 12th October 2020 to Friday 18th December 2020 
 

*Please Note - The 1st day of Term 1, 2 & 3 and the last two days of Term 4  

are School Development Days.  

Year 7 

Featherdale  

Excursion 

Year 10 Meningococcal 

Vaccinations 
Year 7 & 8 Catch up 

Vaccinations 

P&C Meeting 
7:30pm Staff  

Common Room  

Year 11 Buffer Week 

Year 11 Preliminary Exams 

Year 11 Preliminary Exams 

Year 8 Farmers Cup 

Sport Gala Day 

 

Last Day of  
Term 3 

Year12 Graduation  

@ 9am 

Year 12 Formal  

@ 5:30pm 

Year 10 & 12 Music 
Excursion to         
The Lyric Theatre 

Year 12 Physics 
Excursion 

Year 10 bStreet smart 

Excursion 

First Day Term 4 

For ALL Students 

HSC Examinations 

HSC Examinations 

HSC Examinations 

HSC Examinations 

HSC Examinations 

Year 7 Vaccinations 

Year 8 VALID Exam 

Year 10 Assessment Week 

P&C Meeting 
7:30pm Staff  

Common Room  



COMMUNITY NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

Disclaimer: Advertisements placed in the school’s newsletter do not reflect an endorsement or otherwise by 

Muirfield High School of that product or service 

The next Jazz at the Pines is on Sunday 15th September and features the popular                  

‘Mike Hallam Hot Six” from 12:30 PM,                                                                     

there will also be a warm up band from Muirfield High School from 11:15 AM.   

 
Tables can be booked for groups and individuals or simply turn up on the day with 

your chair, picnic rug and eskie, there is plenty of room for everyone.  
 

All payments are made at the gate, $22 Adults and $18 Concessions. 
  

Tea, coffee and fresh baked cakes are available. 
  

For more information and to book online,  

visit www.jazzatthepines.org.au or email info@jazzatthepines.org.au  

or call Dural Information Centre on 9651 4411 (attended part time)  

Please Note if you do book online, make sure you click on the “I am Not a Robot” box, because if 
you don’t the system will ignore the booking. 

  
Please come along and enjoy an afternoon of jazz in a beautiful rural setting. 

http://www.jazzatthepines.org.au/
mailto:info@jazzatthepines.org.au


COMMUNITY NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

Disclaimer: Advertisements placed in the school’s newsletter do not reflect an endorsement or otherwise by 

Muirfield High School of that product or service 

WESLEY MEGA BOOK SALE 

  

Where:  

In the Wesley Uniting Church grounds 
at 32 Showground Road, Castle Hill. 

  
Date/Times:  

Saturday September 7th 2019  
(operating from 8:00am to 1:00pm) 

  

Sale items will include Books, Magazines, 
Records, CDs and DVDs.  We will also have a 

range of plants available to enhance your 
garden. 

  
Enjoy the friendly atmosphere, and pick up a 

bargain (or two) knowing you are helping 
those families who need help within the Hills 

District, through the Hills Family Centre. 



COMMUNITY NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

Disclaimer: Advertisements placed in the school’s newsletter do not reflect an endorsement or otherwise by 

Muirfield High School of that product or service 

Come and play in a club that includes  

Everyone as part of a team! 

* All ages * All abilities * Boys and girls teams 

Play on Sundays. Train on Thursday nights. Home ground is Old Kings Oval   
in Parramatta Park.    For more info please contact Brad 0420 549 838     

president@parramattalions.com.au                  parramattalionsjafc.teamapp.com 

mailto:president@parramattalions.com.au
https://parramattalionsjafc.teamapp.com/

