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Welcome back! 

It was a very different start to term. The playground 

was quiet; the cockatoos were missing their lunch 

supplies; and gone were our usual markers of      

Term 2.  

Obviously we did not have an assembly for Anzac Day and were 

unable to send student leaders to local commemorations as they 

were not held. I hope you were able to light up the dawn on your 

driveway! 

The tradition of strong and valued partnerships within our school 

community has never been more prominent than during the past 

6 weeks with the move to remote learning. Congratulations to our 

students for their resilience in embracing the online learning 

platforms.  

Thank you to our parents and caregivers for the support provided 

to both children and staff. Thank you to our staff, both teaching 

and support, for their work in ensuring our students have 

remained engaged with learning at Muirfield High School. It has 

been a team effort, which was always going to ensure its success. 

As we move to the staged return of students, we are also 

reflecting on what we have learnt through the use of online 

learning platforms. Foremost has been the need for face-to-face 

teaching, so that teachers can gauge what students understand, 

can explain concepts in different ways, and can adapt the 

content in response to student needs.  
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But there is much that can be learnt from the online learning model that 

teachers can use as students return to the classroom, including giving 

students greater self-direction and control of the pace of their learning. We 

have all learnt from the experiences of remote learning.  

It is heartening to hear from parents who have engaged positively with their 

children’s learning. One parent wrote in a recent email, “We have learnt a 

lot about the online programs and how to create a home system that works, 

and even though at some stage things will go back to a normal school set 

up, we will carry the things we have learnt from you and your staff with us 

which will help with ongoing online work, assignments and homework which 

will play a key role in the development of our children.”  

Thank you for the kind words. 

New staff 

We welcome two permanent members of the teaching staff 

from Term 2. 

Mr Zreika has joined the Mathematics faculty. It is particularly 

challenging to start teaching a class that you have not met, but 

I am sure our students will welcome their new teacher. 

Mr Hofman, who started the year as a temporary teacher, was 

successful in gaining the permanent position in the HSIE faculty. 

 

Staged Return of students 

Parents have received details of the staged return, including expectations of 

student behaviour to ensure health and safety of all students and staff. 

Students will be expected to: 

 Stay home when unwell. If symptoms present themselves whilst at 

school, parents/caregivers will be contacted immediately to collect 

their child from Sick Bay in the front office. 
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 Assist in keeping classroom desks and school equipment clean as 

directed by teachers.  

 Engage in regular handwashing especially during breaks, before eating 

and before returning to class.  

 Not share food or drinks. Bring a water bottle and refill it at the bubblers, 

but do not drink from the bubblers. 

 Practise physical distancing wherever possible. This will be maintained 

in the classroom for students in Years 7 – 11 with the ‘split class’ policy 

which divides larger classes into two rooms. All efforts to maximise 

distancing will occur for Year 12 where applicable.  

 Bring their own stationery such as pens, calculators, rulers etc. Sharing 

will not be permitted between students nor will supplementary 

equipment be provided by staff.  

 Cough or sneeze into their elbows if necessary to avoid spreading 

infection. Avoid touching face. All students are reminded to bring their 

own EPIPENs and asthma prevention medication where applicable.  

 Use soap, sanitisers, wipes and other health items in a responsible 

manner. Students are welcome to bring their own sanitiser for personal 

use.  

Students who do not adhere to these health and safety requirements will be 

reminded of our expectations and school discipline procedures will be 

implemented. 

Lateness  

Students who are late to school should follow the usual process and report 

to the front office. There should only be two people in waiting room of the 

front office at one time. Students are requested to observe social distancing 

rules and form a queue outside, waiting their turn. 
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School Uniform – cold weather is on us! 

As cold mornings are upon us, many students seek to rug up. There are a 

number of school uniform items to keep students warm: green jumper, black 

fleece jacket, Year 12 jersey. If students are still cold, they can wear a plain 

white long-sleeved T-shirt under the school shirt.  

We ask for parents’ support in reminding their children to wear correct 

uniform items and not tracksuit pants and hoodies. We have clear rules with 

high expectations.  

Uniform help create a sense of belonging to our school. While no one would 

say wearing uniform on its own improves learning, in the main, students who 

repeatedly wear non-uniform clothing, tend to be less engaged in learning 

and also breach other school expectations. Conversely, students who wear 

the uniform show themselves to be in the frame of mind where they are 

focused on their work. 

Mental Wellbeing 

The Student Wellbeing Team run regular 

seminars and workshops focused on social and 

emotional development for all students. These 

have obviously not been able to proceed.  

Now, more than ever, as a community, we need to work together to 

support the mental wellbeing of our young people, and also be aware of 

the impact of COVID on our own mental health.  

We have supports at school for students. There are many staff that parents 

can contact to ask for support for their child: the Year Advisor, Deputy 

Principal, School Counsellor, Learning and Support teacher, EALD teacher, 

Head Teacher Senior Studies. 

On page 6 & 7 of this newsletter you will find a list of services to support 

children, young people and their families during COVID 19.  
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You may also want to encourage your child to join in Bite Back, a six week 

program to help improve mental fitness, increase happiness and reduce stress. 

I have completed the first two weeks – on gratitude and mindfulness. The 

sessions are quick and easy to complete.                                                    

Register at https://www.biteback.org.au/  
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 Special rules are now in place for 2020 to 

support student participation from home. 

 

Reading environment: 

You can now include books that you read 

collaboratively as a class, in person or online with 

your teacher or at home with your parent/carers.  

 

Adjustments: 

 You can now read 10 personal choice books (an 

increase from 5). In a PRC series, you can 

choose 5 standard choice books and 5 as bonus 

choice books for 2020. 

 

 Students who complete the Challenge in 2020 

will be able to count this towards cumulative 

awards. 

 

 If you do not participate in the 2020 Challenge, 

you will not be disadvantaged in receiving 

cumulative awards. 

 

 The Challenge will include Year 10 students in 

2021 to allow students the opportunity to meet 

the gold and platinum certificate and 

Challenge requirements. 

Remember the Challenge closes on 

Friday August 28. 
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P&C News 

Due to the current health restrictions, all P&C meetings are cancelled until 

further notice. If you would like to contact the P&C, please email us 

on muirfield.p.and.c@gmail.com.  

Charmaine Hetem                                                                                                         

P&C President 

 

School Uniform Shop  

The Uniform Shop is open to students on Mondays, at Lunch time. 

 

Orders and payments cam be made online through the Qrk ordering 

platform.  

 

If you have questions for the Uniform Shop, they can be reached via their 

email: mhs.pnc.uniform@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.  

Muirfield High School Uniform Shop Committee  
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